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(54) Brake master cylinder-sensor system and method 



(57) A brake master cylinder-sensor system and 
method are provided. The system includes a mastercyl- 
inder (1 9), a piston (1 ) slidably positioned in the master 
cylinder (1 9), a magnet (23) positioned on the piston (1 ), 
and a sensor (22) disposed on the master cylinder (1 9). 
A change of piston (1) linear position causes a linear 
change in a magnetic field position sensed by the sensor 
(22), and a brake control signal proportional to the 
change of piston linear position is generated. A method 



of operating a brake master cylinder-sensor system in- 
cludes applying a brake pedal force, changing a piston 
(1) linear position within a master cylinder (19), deter- 
mining a change in a linear magnetic field position pro- 
portional to the change of the piston (1 ) linear position, 
and generating a brake control signal based on the 
change in the linear magnetic field position. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to electro-hy- 
draulic brake systems, and more specifically, the inven- 
tion relates to an improved brake master cylinder-sen- 
sor system and method. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Master cylinders are commonly used in vari- 
ous applications, particularly in automobiles where they 
control various vehicular systems. For example, braking 
systems commonly known as brake-by-wire (BBW) or 
similar systems typically include a master cylinder that 
is isolated from the braking system. Such BBW systems 
rely on automatic electric or electric-hydraulic means to 
remotely activate the brake. Slave cylinders located at 
the automobile wheels typically actuate a braking proc- 
ess. Furthermore, one or more sensors positioned to 
monitor vehicle brake pedal position may control the 
process. The sensors measure pedal movement char- 
acteristics and relay this information to the brake sys- 
tem. The information is used to determine the appropri- 
ate braking force and is typically proportionate to a brake 
pedal force. 

[0003] A potential shortcoming of current automobile 
master cylinder assemblies relates to positioning the 
sensors near the brake pedal. Situating the sensors on 
or near the brake pedal may require additional installa- 
tion time and cost Strategies for positioning a Hall effect 
sensor integral to a master cylinder are known thereby 
simplifying the packaging of the master cylinder-sensor 
assembly. The Hall effect sensors are capable of detect- 
ing minute perturbations in magnetic fields. These sen- 
sors, for example, may be used to precisely measure 
the movement of a neighboring permanent magnet that 
moves in response to a brake pedal motion. 
[0004] The U.S. Patent No. 4,91 8,921 issued April 24, 
1 990 to Leigh-Monstevens et al. is an example of a co- 
axial push rod and ball screw nut drive for a master cyl- 
inder. In the Leigh-Monstevens patent, several forms of 
master cylinder assemblies are disclosed, including one 
embodiment for use in a vehicle braking system. In the 
preferred form, the assembly includes an electrically 
driven motor, a ball screw, and a piston positioned co- 
axially within a master cylinder bore. During operation, 
the motor armature rotates thereby driving the ball 
screw into the piston and slidably moving the piston 
within the bore. The assembly may include a Hall effect 
sensor carried by the master cylinder. As the armature 
spins, the Hall effect sensor detects passage of a series 
of rotating circumferentially positioned permanent mag- 
net segments. The linear position of the ball screw and 
piston are determined based on the rotation count 
measured by the sensor. 

[0005] The Leigh-Monstevens patent may disclose a 



suitable strategy for determining the linear position of a 
piston within the master cylinder bore. The invention, 
however, requires a spinning electrical motor armature 
to rotate magnets in the proximity of, for example, a Hall 

5 effect sensor to read piston position. Some master cyl- 
inder assemblies do not utilize electrical motors and, 
thus, cannot detect piston position within the cylinder 
bore using this strategy. Therefore, it would be desirable 
to achieve a brake master cylinder capable of integral 

10 piston position measurement without the need for an 
electrical motor that overcomes the aforementioned and 
other disadvantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

15 

[0006] One aspect of the invention provides a brake 
master cylinder-sensor system comprising: a master 
cylinder, a piston slidably positioned in the master cyl- 
inder, a magnet positioned on the piston, and a sensor 
disposed on the master cylinder. A change of piston lin- 
ear position causes a linear change in a magnetic field 
position sensed by the sensor, and a brake control sig- 
nal proportional to the change of linear piston position 
is generated. The master cylinder may comprise a non- 
ferrous material. The non-ferrous material may com- 
prise aluminum. The magnet changes linear position in 
response to a brake pedal movement and may be posi- 
tioned in a magnetic proximity to the sensor. The magnet 
may comprise a permanent magnet and the sensor may 
comprise a Hall effect transducer. The brake control sig- 
nal may be proportional to a piston linear travel, and the 
piston linear travel may be proportional to a brake pedal 
movement. The brake control signal may be sent to a 
vehicle brake system wherein the vehicle brake system 
may be activated in proportion to a brake control signal 
intensity. 

[0007] Another aspect of the invention provides for a 
method of operating a brake master cylinder-sensor 
system comprising: applying a brake pedal force, 
changing a piston linear position within a master cylin- 
der, determining a change in a linear magnetic field po- 
sition proportional to the change of the piston linear po- 
sition, and generating a brake control signal based on 
the change in the linear magnetic field position. The ap- 
plication of the brake pedal force may result in a linear 
movement of a piston within the master cylinder. Deter- 
mining the change in the linear magnetic field position 
may further comprise repeatedly sensing a magnetic 
field position with a sensor. A magnet may be positioned 
in a magnetic proximity to the sensor and may produce 
the magnetic field. 

[0008] The foregoing and other features and advan- 
tages of the invention will become further apparent from 
the following detailed description of the presently pre- 
ferred embodiments, read in conjunction with the ac- 
companying drawings. The detailed description and 
drawings are merely illustrative of the invention rather 
than limiting, the scope of the invention being defined 
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by the appended claims and equivalents thereof. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0009] 

FIG. 1 is a partial fragmentary cross-sectional view 
of an upper portion of one embodiment of a master 
cylinder-sensor system; 

FIG. 2 is a partial fragmentary cross-sectional view 
of a lower portion of the embodiment of the master 
cylinder-sensor system of FIG. 1 ; and 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the embodiment 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0010] Referring to the drawings, illustrated in part by 
FIGS. 1 and 2 and in sum by FIG. 3 is one embodiment 
of a brake master cylinder-sensor system in accordance 
with the present invention designated in the aggregate 
as numeral 1 00. The brake master cylinder-sensor sys- 
tem 1 00 includes a master cylinder 1 9, a primary piston 
1 slidably positioned in the master cylinder 1 9, a magnet 
23 positioned on the primary piston 1 , and a sensor 22 
disposed on the master cylinder 1 9. A change of primary 
piston 1 linear position causes a linear change in a mag- 
netic field position sensed by the sensor 22, and a brake 
control signal proportional to the change of linear piston 
position is generated. For the purposes of the following 
description, a change in linear position constitutes a 
transverse lateral movement within the master cylinder 
19. 

[0011] In one embodiment, the master cylinder 19 
may be formed of an acceptably rigid and non-ferrous 
material such as aluminum. A longitudinal main bore 29 
extends through the master cylinder 1 9. The master cyl- 
inder 19 slidably carries the primary piston 1 that may 
be operably attached to a push rod 30. The push rod 30 
exerts a force on the primary piston 1 proportionate to 
a force 50. The force 50 may be the result of an applied 
brake pedal force or other force applied to the brake 
master cylinder-sensor system 1 00. The primary piston 
1 may be operably attached to a secondary piston 2 sl- 
idably carried in the main bore 29. A reservoir 33 may 
be associated with the master cylinder 19 and carry a 
fluid 34 such as a hydraulic brake fluid. The reservoir 33 
provides a non-pressurized gravitational flow of fluid 34 
into the master cylinder 1 9 through both a primary by- 
pass hole 3 and a secondary bypass hole 4. 
[0012] A primary seal 5 may be operably attached to 
the primary piston 1 and fluidly isolate a primary cham- 
ber 7 from the reservoir 33 upon sliding beyond the pri- 
mary bypass hole 3. A secondary seal 6 may be oper- 
ably attached to the secondary piston 2 and fluidly iso- 
late a secondary chamber 8 from the reservoir 33 upon 
sliding beyond the secondary bypass hole 4. A primary 
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spring 37 may be positioned in the primary chamber 7; 
a secondary spring 38 may be positioned in the second- 
ary chamber 8. 

[0013] The master cylinder 1 9 may be in fluid commu- 
5 nication with one or more "feel" emulator devices de- 
signed to produce differential non-linear brake pedal 
force versus pedal travel characteristics. In one embod- 
iment, as shown in FIG. 2, a primary emulator assembly 
10 and a secondary emulator assembly 9 may provide 
10 an appropriate pedal "feel" characteristic. The primary 
emulator assembly 10 may contain a primary emulator 
piston 14 and primary emulator spring 12. The second- 
ary emulator assembly 9 may contain a secondary em- 
ulator piston 13 and secondary emulator spring 11 . 
15 [0014] The primary and secondary emulator assem- 
blies 10,9 may include a lip seal 15 and a secondary 
emulator o-ring seal 16 to assure that fluid 34 is sealed 
in the device and that air does not enter the device dur- 
ing vacuum evacuation. The primary and secondary 
20 emulator assemblies 9, 1 0 may be attached to the mas- 
ter cylinder 1 9 by a threaded connection 20 and sealed 
with a primary emulator o-ring seal 21 . A primary emu- 
lator port 32 and a secondary emulator port 31 may per- 
mit the fluid 34 to flow between the master cylinder 19 
25 and the primary and secondary emulator assemblies 
9,10. 

[0015] The sensor 22 may be attached to a flat sur- 
face on one side of the master cylinder 19 by threaded 
fasteners (not shown) and to a brake system (not 
30 shown) via one or more wires 35. The integral place- 
ment of the sensor 22 with the master cylinder simplifies 
the packaging of the brake master cylinder-sensor sys- 
tem 100 and may reduce overall installation time and 
cost. The sensor may be a Hall effect transducer com- 
35 monly used to continuously detect magnetic field flux. 
The sensor 22 interacts with a magnetic field produced 
by the magnet 23 positioned on the primary piston 1 . In 
one embodiment, the sensor does not contact the mag- 
net directly; the sensor 22 detects the magnetic field 
40 through the body of the master cylinder 1 9 and is there- 
fore in a magnetic proximity to the sensor. The magnet 
23 may be a permanent magnet with a bar or hollow 
cylindrical shape. 

[0016] The generated brake control signal may be 
*5 proportional to a primary piston linear travel; the primary 
piston linear travel may be proportional to a brake pedal 
(not shown) movement. In one embodiment, the sensor 
22 may detect a primary piston linear travel of 25 to 30 
cm or more. The brake control signal may be sent elec- 
so trically to a vehicle brake system (not shown) via one or 
more wires 35. Furthermore, the vehicle brake system 
may be activated in proportion to a brake control signal 
intensity. In one embodiment, the brake control signal 
intensity generated by a Hall effect sensor is positively 
55 correlated to the progressive increase in the brake pedal 
force and movement. Thus, the vehicle brake system 
may be activated in proportion to the brake pedal force. 
[0017] The present invention achieves an integral pis- 
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ton linear position measurement without the need for an 
electrical motor. Furthermore, the present invention al- 
lows for variations that permit detection of a change of 
the piston linear position by sensing a linear change in 
a magnetic field position. For example, several master 5 
cylinder assemblies currently available may be adapted 
to carry a magnet on one or more pistons within the mas- 
ter cylinder. Additionally, a sensor, such as a Hall effect 
transducer, may be positioned on the master cylinder 
body to detect the linear movement of the magnet and 10 
associated magnetic field thereby producing a signal re- 
lating to a force applied to the assembly. 
[0018] The primary piston 1 may consist of a front pis- 
ton 24 including a shoulder 27 portion and a rear piston 
25 that are press fit together after the magnet 23 and a *5 
primary master cylinder o-ring seal 26 are installed onto 
the front piston 24. The primary master cylinder o-ring 
seal 26 may be squeezed during assembly and main- 
tains contact between the magnet 23 and the shoulder 
27 of the front piston 24. 20 
[0019] Operation of one embodiment includes apply- 
ing a brake pedal force 50, changing the primary piston 
1 linear position within the master cylinder 1 9, determin- 
ing a change in a linear magnetic field position propor- 
tional to the change of the primary piston 1 linear posi- 25 
tion, and generating a brake control signal based on the 
change in the linear magnetic field position. The appli- 
cation of the brake pedal force 50 may result in a linear 
movement of the primary piston 1 within the master cyl- 
inder 1 9. The determining the change in the linear mag- 30 
netic field position may further comprise repeatedly 
sensing a magnetic field position with a sensor 22. The 
magnet 23 may be positioned in a magnetic proximity 
to the sensor 22 and may produce the magnetic field. 
[0020] A force 50 produced by a brake pedal move- 35 
ment may be applied to the push rod 30 and transmitted 
to the primary piston 1 and the secondary piston 2. The 
applied force 50 results in a slidable linear movement of 
the primary piston 1 and secondary piston 2 thereby 
compressing the primary spring 37 and secondary 40 
spring 38, respectively. As the magnet 23 is positioned 
on the primary piston 1 , a linear position of the magnet 
23 and its associated magnetic field within the main bore 
29 is changed with a brake pedal movement. The pri- 
mary and secondary pistons 1 ,2 move to the left direc- 
tion (consistent with FIG. 1) with the applied force 50. 
As the force 50 increases, a primary and secondary 
seals 5,6 slide beyond the primary and secondary by- 
pass holes 3,4. At this point, pressure begins to build in 
the primary and secondary chambers 7,8. Because the so 
device may be hydraulically isolated during normal pow- 
ered operation, fluid 34 moves from the secondary 
chamber 8 into the secondary emulator assembly 9 
through the secondary emulator port 31 . The secondary 
emulator piston 1 3 compresses the secondary emulator 55 
spring 11 as the fluid 34 pressure is diverted into the 
secondary chamber 8. A characteristic stage of emula- 
tor travel is produced relating to one spring rate and until 
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a secondary emulator travel distance 17 is consumed. 
[0021] As the force 50 increases, sufficient pressure 
is generated in the primary chamber 7 for fluid 34 to 
move into the primary emulator assembly 1 0 through the 
primary emulator port 32. The primary emulator piston 
43 compresses emulator port 32. The primary emulator 
piston 43 compresses the primary emulator spring 12 
as the fluid 34 pressure is diverted into the primary 
chamber 7. Another characteristic stage of emulator 
travel is produced relating to another spring rate and un- 
til a primary emulator travel distance 18 is consumed. 
One skilled in the art will recognize that the emulator 
characteristics may be modified to suit various needs. 
For example the onset of travel and/or rate of the springs 
12,11,37,38 may be based on a vehicle specific pedal 
"feel" requirements; the primary and secondary emula- 
tor travels 18,17 may also be based on varying "feel" 
requirements. Alternatively, emulators using gas or bel- 
lows compression or other emulation means may be uti- 
lized to generate a desired "feel" and used in conjunc- 
tion or in place of spring emulators. 
[0022] In an alternative embodiment, such as with no- 
power operation, the brake master cylinder-sensor sys- 
tem 100 is not hydraulically isolated. Fluid 34 from the 
primary chamber 7 and the secondary chamber 8 may 
be directed into the wheel brakes (not shown) and the 
primary and secondary emulator assemblies 10,9. An 
additional travel of the secondary piston assembly 2 al- 
lows a lockout o-ring seal 28 to enter the main bore 29 
and reduces the travel associated with the primary em- 
ulator assembly 10. The process results in less total 
pedal travel during no-power operation. 
[0023] While the embodiment of the invention dis- 
closed herein is presently considered to be preferred, 
various changes and modifications can be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. The 
scope of the invention is indicated in the appended 
claims, and all changes that come within the meaning 
and range of equivalents are intended to be embraced 
therein. 



Claims 

1 . A brake master cylinder-sensor system comprising: 

a master cylinder; 

a piston slidably positioned in the master cylin- 
der; 

a magnet positioned on the piston; and 
a sensor disposed on the master cylinder; 
wherein a change of piston linear position caus- 
es a linear change in a magnetic field position 
sensed by the sensor, and a brake control sig- 
nal proportional to the change of piston linear 
position is generated. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the master cylinder 
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comprises a non-ferrous material. 

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the non-ferrous ma- 
terial comprises aluminum. 

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the magnet changes 
linear position in response to a brake pedal move- 
ment. 

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the magnet is posi- 
tioned in a magnetic proximity to the sensor. 

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the magnet compris- 
es a permanent magnet. 

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the sensor compris- 
es a Hall effect transducer 

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the brake control sig- 
nal is proportional to a piston linear travel, and the 
piston linear travel is proportional to a brake pedal 
movement. 

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the brake control sig- 
nal is sent to a vehicle brake system. 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the vehicle brake 
system is activated in proportion to a brake control 
signal intensity. 

1 1 . A method of operating a brake master cylinder-sen- 
sor system comprising; 



ing the magnet in a magnetic proximity to the sen- 
sor. 

17. The method of claim 11 wherein generating a brake 
5 control signal comprises generating a brake control 

signal proportional to a linear piston travel, wherein 
the linear piston travel is proportional to a brake 
pedal movement. 

10 18. The method of claim 11 further comprising sending 
the brake control signal to a brake system of a ve- 
hicle. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



19. The system of claim 18 further comprising activat- 
ing the brake system in proportion to a brake control 
signal intensity. 

20. A brake master cylinder-sensor system comprising: 

means for applying a brake pedal force; 
means for changing a piston linear position 
within a master cylinder; 

means for determining a change in linear mag- 
netic field position proportional to the change 
of the linear piston position; and 
means for generating a brake control signal 
based on the change in the linear magnetic field 
position. 



applying a brake pedal force; 
changing a piston linear position within a mas- 
ter cylinder; 

determining a change in a linear magnetic field 
position proportional to the change of the piston 
linear position; and 

generating a brake control signal based on the 
change in the linear magnetic field position. 



35 



40 



12. The method of claim 11 wherein the application of 
the brake pedal force results in a linear movement 

of a piston within the master cylinder. 45 

13. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the determining the 
change in the linear magnetic field position further 
comprises repeatedly sensing a magnetic field po- 
sition with a sensor. so 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the sensor com- 
prises a Hall effect transducer. 

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the magnetic field 55 
is produced by a magnet. 



16. The method of claim 1 5 further comprising position- 
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